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Design and Technology Policy 

Intent Statement
The curriculum at Primet Primary school will ensure that all learners leave school as resilient and confident individuals, who lead healthy and happy lives. Our core values of kindness, respect and trust influence the actions and decisions made by the entire school community. 
Through an enriched and bespoke curriculum that utilises the local and wider community, pupils will be ambitious with high aspirations for themselves and others. Pupils appreciate and celebrate the school’s diverse community, demonstrating spiritual, moral and cultural awareness and understanding. They will be well-prepared for the world of work, through the acquisition of the knowledge and skills necessary to become fully literate and numerate. Pupils will be active enquirers, who possess the creativity and ability to think critically to solve problems and make connections in an ever-changing world. With a growth mindset, pupils are prepared to take risks. They see mistakes as a learning opportunity and challenge as an enjoyable struggle. 
As emotionally intelligent individuals, pupils will have an understanding of their own and others’ needs, that will equip them to take responsibilities and lead at a local, national and global level.
Design and technology is an inspiring and practical subject. Within this subject, children will be able to combine their creativity and imagination to make real life products. Pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Design Technology is taught within a wide range of other subjects including mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Through the process of Design technology children will evaluate past and present existing products to think critically in producing their own products that solve real life problems to fulfil a set brief.  They will learn to develop entrepreneurial skills at all stages of the design process and utilise different skills acquired from the core curriculum.  


Aims
The national curriculum for design and technology aims to ensure that all pupils:
· develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world.
· build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
· critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
· understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook

Procedures and practise
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in Design and Technology lessons. The main aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding within the subject. Teachers ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and making products and then finally evaluating them. At Primet Primary School, we do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, we give children the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and opinions. The children are taught to treat each other’s opinion with respect. Children critically evaluate existing products, their own work and that of others. They have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT. All classes have children that differ in ability. Work is scaffolded appropriately to support and challenge all children.
At Primet, we teach design and technology in the following ways;
• Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results;
• Setting tasks of varying difficulty, enabling all children to work to their full potential;
• Grouping children as appropriate to the task; 
• Providing a range of challenges using different resources;
• Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups;
• Relating the designing and making process to other areas of the curriculum
(particularly English and Maths) and to everyday life.
We implement our own bespoke curriculum/scheme of work based on the National curriculum. This scheme of work gives all children the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.
[bookmark: _Int_x0wirEkJ]In our EYFS department Design Technology promotes the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. Design and Technology comes under the EYFS area of development, ‘Expressive Arts and Design’. Children independently explore their own ideas and experiment creatively.  They are given experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, critical thinking and discussion. These activities, indoors and outdoors, attract the children’s interest and curiosity. 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and technology across the school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equipment being kept in the art/design and technology room which are monitored on a weekly basis.

[bookmark: _Hlk39248736]Health and safety (see also the Health & Safety Policy)
The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. Risk assessments are carried out for specific activities that pose a risk.

Roles and Responsibilities
Charlotte Dawson is the subject leader for Design and Technology. It is the subject leader’s responsibility to: 
· Scrutinise teachers’ planners and pupils’ work books​ 
· Develop CPD – courses / reading / research – sharing with other staff 
· To do audits look for and share good education resources 
· Share examples of good practice with other schools. ​ 
· Ensure that all necessary and important topics are covered throughout the school year​ 
· Formulate the subject policy with the inclusion of the Intent statement 
· Organise resources 
· Support staff, especially newly qualified teachers (NQTs)​ 
· Encourage parents to get more involved and engaging them when necessary​ 
· Raise the profile of the subject in the whole school​ 
· Assess teachers’ knowledge and subject pedagogy - training​ 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Liaising teachers and SLT to look at data, such as progress and expectations data, and ensure that progress is on track​ 
· Set targets and create an action plan. 
Cat O’Keefe is our artist in residence and teaches art and design across Key stage 1 and 2.  She plans and assess art within this capacity and has joint input and responsibility with some aspects of the subject’s leadership.


Assessment and recording
Teachers assess children’s work in design and technology by making assessments as they observe them working during lessons. They record the progress that children make by assessing the children’s work against the learning objectives for their lessons. This allows the teacher to make an annual assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to parents.
Monitoring and review
The Design and Technology subject leader is responsible for keeping an overview of the standard of children’s work and for the quality of teaching throughout the school. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues through discussions, lesson observations and feedback on work and book scrutinies. The Design and Technology subject leader conducts pupil discussions to give children a voice for them to express their views and opinions on their Design and Technology lessons. The Design and Technology lead ensures that assessment is done every 10weeks to provide a clear indication on children's attainment and progression. 
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