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Writing Policy
The curriculum at Primet Primary school will ensure that all learners leave school as resilient and confident individuals, who lead healthy and happy lives. Our core values of kindness, respect and trust influence the actions and decisions made by the entire school community.   Through an enriched and bespoke curriculum that utilises the local and wider community, pupils will be ambitious with high aspirations for themselves and others. Pupils appreciate and celebrate the school’s diverse community, demonstrating spiritual, moral and cultural awareness and understanding. They will be well-prepared for the world of work, through the acquisition of the knowledge and skills necessary to become fully literate and numerate. Pupils will be active enquires, who possess the creativity and ability to think critically to solve problems and make connections in an ever-changing world. With a growth mindset, pupils are prepared to take risks They see mistakes as a learning opportunity and challenge as an enjoyable struggle.  
As emotionally intelligent individuals, pupils will have an understanding of their own and others’ needs, that will equip them to take responsibilities and lead at a local, national and global level. 

Intent
At Primet Primary, our intention is to deliver a creative English curriculum with engaging writing opportunities, which will inspire and enthuse children to develop a love for English.  Children will be provided with opportunities orally to practice and reinforce their learning through active learning styles. Through the English curriculum, we will enable children to become ambitious with their use of vocabulary; become confident with different genres; and develop a more creative approach to their writing.   Children will learn to think critically about their writing in an attempt to captivate the reader and adapt their learning accordingly.  We intend to provide opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught English skills across the curriculum, where children can confidently and creatively apply their learning.

Aims and Principles
· We aim to develop oracy skills and provide ample opportunities for children to articulate their thoughts through providing opportunities to practice and develop speaking and listening skills with suitable vocabulary.
· Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.

· Understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.

· Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum English Document (2014) and in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2017)





Non-negotiable procedures and practice
· In Years 1-6 children follow the New National Curriculum published 2014.
· English lessons will comprise of one weekly comprehension lesson and phase (reading, gathering content, writing) lessons with a focus of quality writing building stamina. 
· There should be high quality modelling of writing outlining clear success criteria and ambitious vocabulary.
· Spelling patterns need to be taught prior to a weekly spelling test.
· Common exception words for year 1 and 2 and the word lists for year 3 – 6 (indicted on the KLIPS document) need to be reinforced through weekly spelling tests and relevant words applied in writing.  
· There should be a short basic writing skills session daily after lunch with a focus on grammar.
· In each English Unit, there are 3 clear phases (reading, gathering content and writing) leading to a final presenting or publishing phase. 
· Through an English unit, TAPS (text type, purpose, audience, structure and skills) will be identified with a particular focus on the purpose and audience of an outcome to engage pupils.
· The reading phase is where the children are immersed into the text genre of the unit. They are given opportunities to read, identify features and explore the genre.
· The gathering content phase is where the children look at how the genre works and practise writing features to be used in the genre as well as two to three discrete grammar lessons in the context of your unit.
· Through the first two phases, short independent writing opportunities should also be planned, reinforcing prior learning.
· Phase 3 is where the children write the new genre ensuring they use their learning from phase 1 and 2 through a scaffolded approach.  
· At the end of a unit, children will be given the opportunity to independently complete a given writing task, where pupils can apply their learnt skills. 
· Teachers will also provide opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum.
· In each English unit, there should be ideally 3 outcomes: 1 scaffolded write and 2 independent writes (one short independent and one unit outcome).
· In EYFS, there should be writing activities in all areas and guided writing activities should be completed weekly.
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· The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. NC (2014).
· Effective composition will involve forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently in their writing.
· This will be implemented through a ‘talk for writing’ approach in each English unit.
· Children will learn key modelled texts to aid the articulation of ideas and improve written outcomes.
· The Key Learning in Spoken Language document outlines the National Curriculum (2014) spoken language expectations for EYFS – year 6 and will be utilised to support teachers to plan spoken language opportunities in English.





Assessment
· Independent writing pieces will be utilised for assessment using National Curriculum guidelines.  
· Children’s learning will be judged at being either entering (E) developing (D) or secure (S).  Where learning is judged to be at a higher level than secure, this will be graded as greater depth at year 2 and 6 and mastery at years 1,3,4,5.  This will be indicted by +. 
· Assessment data will be updated every term using teacher assessment from English, extended and cross curricular writing. 
· Independent and extended writing will be regularly moderated by teachers and the Senior Leadership Team to secure accurate level judgements

Roles and Responsibilities
· The Subject Leader will be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English through: 
· Pupil progress 
· Provision of English (including Intervention and Support programmes)  
· The quality of the Learning Environment 
· Taking the lead in policy development 
· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD 
· Purchasing and organising resources 
· Keeping up to date with recent English developments

Monitoring and Evaluation
· English lessons will be monitored regularly through learning walks and formal observations to ensure high quality teaching and learning is taking place.  
· Team teaching and a lesson study approach will allow good teaching practices to be developed through peer planning and evaluation.
· Books will also be scrutinised in order to monitor children’s learning and assessment both though leadership as well as a peer approach.
· Pupil interviews will also be conducted in order to gain a child’s perspective of their English learning.
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