Question

1.

Who is “I” in this poem?

Answer

e someone starting a new school
e a child
e a little, shy or new girl/boy

List three things you know are in
the playground in the poem (apart
from the children and the teacher).

Accept any three of the following:
e skipping ropes

e footballs

o cup of coffee

e whistle

e sweets

3. How do you know what time of day Accept dh»eXplanation based on the child’s
it is? -own school day. E.g. Playtime finishes at
11 0’clock. The teacher is looking at his watch
so lt must be nearly the end of playtlme
4. “One skits our headmaster.” Accept suggestions that reﬂect the poet’s
Suggest another way the poet mtcntlon eg.
could have said the same thing e makes fun of
with the same meaning. e sends up
e mimics :
e copies in asilly way
5. “And everyone knows everyone The narrator is feeling Ionrel,y. He or she does

else.”

Why do you think the narrator
included this information?

not know anyone and it emphasises his or her -
feeling of being alone.

Read the title of the poem. Is this a
good title for the poem?

L] Yes I:] No

Give one reason from the poem to
help explain your answer.

Yes

The title tells us what the problem is and why'
the narrator is feeling so lonely and unhappy.

No

Thetitle is about belng at school but the
poem is just about being in the playground.




7. What is the effect of starting most

of the verses with the same two
lines?

. It mtroduces new ideos in each new verse.

. The repetttion makes it seem as if playt;me
LS gomg onfora Iong time.

o It says what the child is doing.

o It shows when it is a new verse.
‘e It’sabit boring.

nN Y

Do you think the playground seems
like a happy place for most of the

children?
[] No

D Yes

Explain your answer.

Nps & i Sl

. Theyhave got footballs and skipping ropes.
o They are all playing games and shouting.
~# They are sharing sweets and jokes.

'_?No , |

e They are all arguing and shouting.

e Some of the girls might want to play
 football but they all have sklppmg ropes.

How does the poet want you to
feel about the narrator? Explain
your answer.

Accept answers such as:
o sorry for him/her becquse we understand

- why s/he is just standing in the corner of
~ the playground and not trying to joinin
o fed up with him/her because there islots

_ going on but sfhe is so busy feeling sorry
~ for him/herself and wnshmg slhe could go' i

home
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