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The Most Lethal
Animals on Earth

Owver the last few years, I've been lucky enough to circle the planet many times as ['ve searched
for lethal beasts, with the aim of capturing them on camera and trying to work out what makes
them so special. My adventures have given me some of the most extraordinary experiences of
my life, and provided endless excitement and moments of euphoria, ln a spooky, abandoned
gold mine in Northern Australia | became the first person ever to film carmivarous ghost bats.
I've swum with shoals of hungry piranhas and sharks, I've held a lion's paw in my hand, and

I've been charged by crocediles as well as a tiger, an elephant and a hippo.

I all that time, the only nasty injury I've had is a nip trom a spectacled
caiman = and that was because | h[r_'p-pud om it in the WA s of .'\rgl:nhua
Ten stitches and a great scar 5 all | have to show for vears and vears of
coming face to face with the animals we consider the most dangerows in
: the world — proof, if you need it, that these wondrous beasts bear us no
i_/' malice and are truly more frightened of us than we are of them

Human beings will always be fascinated by predators, the scintillating
creatures that make a living by catching and killing other animals
Our own species is first known to have stood upright and used tools
about three millicn years ago, and for the vast majority of the time
since, we have lived surrounded by wild animals. Knowing which
animals could harm us, and being interested in how they waork,
would have given us an cvolutionary advantage and kept us alive
Mowadavs we live in a very different world | in which animals pose
us little or ne threat, but we still maintain the vestiges of our caveman
past and part of that is our deep-seated desire 1o know more about predatory animals

For me, this goes way past the common preoccupation with sharks and snakes. The question | get asked
mickst (alter “what is your favourite animal?™) is “which is the most deadly animal in the word?” Well, if
vou'ne talking abowut deadliest to us, the answer is the Azepbeds mosquito because of the diseases it spreads
You're more likely 1o be Eilled by a falling soft drinks machine than you are by a shark in the modem
world, I woure talking about animals in general, though, [ think every predator is equally deasdly, and
equally worhy of consideration. Ader all, the humble ladvbird scolfing down aphids on our rose bushes

is just as perfecthy adapted to its job of catching its tood as tigers are to their role as top predators
In tact, it wou look at ladybirds ratio of successhul hunts, their diversity and their numbers,
then they are tar more successful than tigers!

This book looks at what it is that makes predators excel in their chosen method of hunting

We gor beneath the dkin of anmimals to see how their pl'ry"ﬂ.irﬂ-:lg_y drives their actions and leam how a
creatures skeleton or teeth define the way it goes about its business. We cxamine how senses allow
hunters to track and focus on their food, and discover the super-senses some animals possess that make
ws humans seem positively bereft, And we also find ot how behaviour, teamwodk and intelligence can

coive together to make an organism more than the sum ol its pars

This is the story ol the most lethal animals on Earth = the Predators




Concertina: Snakes often move like this when €2
climbing. The snake finds something to grip onto
with its belly scales and pushes its head forwards.

[t then pulls up its back end and starts again.
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Speedy Snakes
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Snakes might not have legs, but they can move surprisingly fast. ’ “Bo Ve | B P

Believe it or not, snakes evolved from animals with legs, s "z' - “ %

similar to modem lizards. Over millions of years they ¥ . - : 3. y } < - e )

lost their legs as they became so good at moving _‘ < O3 W ’ _SCFPC""M: T!\is is the way most fnakes move
without them - legs just got in the way. X ".? > i WATCH OUT o “"'m wefvnng"leh; va‘nl:" ‘.'dc loo"df:‘:d
Some snakes today still have little bony ' 4 'y RN R The death adder P

the snake moves in a similar way, pressing its body
against any little lumps and bumps on the ground
to push itself forward.

has the fastest strike of
any snake — less than
YVisthof a
second.

spurs that show where the pelvis and
back legs used to be. Snakes have
different ways of moving,
depending on where they are
and what they are doing.

Sidewinding: This method is used by snakes
moving on sand where theres little to push
against. The smake throws itself along in sidewavs
waves, with only two parts of its body touching
the gmund

BLACK MAMBA

This is the longest venomous
snake in Africa —up to 4.5
metres long, which is longer
than two very tall people
lving head to toe. It is said
to be the fastest snake in the
world, able to move at 20
km/h, but I've run alongside
one and kept pace easily.
The same cannot be said of
snakes such as coachwhips
and some racers.

Rectilinear: This is a slow, rippling movement,
useful when a snake is stalking prey on the ground
and doesn't want to attract attention. The snake
uses its belly scales to push against a friction point
on the ground and move itself forwards to the

GLOSSY next point.

RACER

This snake was
nearly too fast
for me to catch?
It grows up to
1.2 metres long










AW s

The brown, spotted Asian Russell’s viper lives in
farmers’ fields, where people often disturb or step on
it by mistake. When it bites, its venom causes terrible
pain, swelling, and bleeding all over the body. Yikes!

VIPERS
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theyre all scarily venemous. oy {8 Medicine can save but many victims live too far
and powerqu| bodies, most of them can bite fast and hard. - ﬁumohos%mgutgmindmle.

GABOON YIPER g e ®

mnum—nlz
BERDLY WEAPORS 3_-
P Py vemomo

2\ RAYTLESNAKE s
UEWTR 3-8 feet (1-2.4 m) ‘-"f_ \ . ’

~ DEADLY WEAPOMS: Powerful venom that
mwnm.mﬁ <%
SCARY SKILS: Usies the rings of dried skin
~on s tail to
et make i spooky rattling

.
2 oe. PUFF ADDER

P e 7, DETRS S et (1-1.5m)
AN w&\ ’ g e DEADLY WEAPOKRS: Fixtra-long
Py

LA
JoCAR
e . SCAIY SAHLS Can Inflate and puff

(ryvvye up its body 10 ook even scarier.

TERCIOPELD 2

‘, LETR 4-7 foet (1.2-2 m) A{"\
e M!m?"mmnmm CAR!
- w&mwmg"ﬂ '-Y-Y-m.

but the
to uMMt

) " g A ' S .—\..';1'_\___‘“" <



Also called the Indian cobra, this snake is one of the
most famous and feared in all of Asia. Thousands

{ Rearing up, Swaying {rom Side to Side, and of people are bitten cach year. Its venom acts so
spreading out their necks into wide “hoods, fast—stopping the heartbeat or the ability
? cobras are wel|-known and widely (eared in Asia to breathe—thar many don't survive,
S and Africa, where they ive.

FORESY COBRA ‘:,‘.‘f&ag*: K

LG 4.9-9.8 foet (1.5-3 m) & bokd
attitude SCMY SHILLS Spreads its “hood” to
BEANY WEAPRS: Agggressive reveal
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LEWYR Around 9 feet (2.7 m)
BEADCY WERPORS: \enom
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SCARY SKILE Can shoot blinding
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LNCYR 3-5.2 feet (1-1.6 m)
m‘mm\mdm

cobra, cansing paraly hreath
problems v:ll:flu 30 mr\“ﬂ

SCARY SIRLS: Can spit venom ™\
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SEA SNAKES

v ol snakes \ive in the sea? They
ﬁ“m':;?mmt.mmum.*
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# YELLOW-BELLIED

P TR 2-3 feet (0.6-0.9m)
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; SCARY KIS Can underwater
’ for three hours coming to
\\ surface to breathe,
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